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» Provides relevant solutions to the current populist crisis
e Aims to understand the trigger of the populist resentment against minorities

» Serves as a primary source book for graduate and post-graduate courses on
populism and minorities in European, South Asian and US-American
universities

This volume assembles renowned scholars to address, for the first time, the relationship
between minorities and populism in South Asia and Europe from a critical perspective.Despite
the very different and to some extent opposite historical and political trajectories, there is today
a convergence on nationalist affirmation and on majoritarian politics between South Asia and
Europe. In India, the Hindu majority rebels against wide-ranging minority rights anchored in
the Constitution. In Europe, the refugee crisis and Islamic radicalization bring to the forefront
the postcolonial legacy. Despite all rhetoric, there are obvious dangers of majoritarianism.
Populist parties are divisive, partisan, disregard minority rights, engage in lynching, social
division, stigmatization and exclusion, turning minorities into second-class citizens. There is a
profound structural connection between minorities and the current rise of populism in India
and Europe. But there remains a deep perplexity and also anxiety: Does the presence of
minarities necessarily have to trigger majoritarian policies? Are there no solutions to this
dilemma? Many observers considered multicultural policies and affirmative action programs in
India as a possible model for Europe to adopt in order to achieve greater integration. But
eventually they seem to have failed.
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