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The purpose of Philosophy and Politics - Critical Explorations is to publish high 
quality volumes that reflect original research pursued at the juncture of philosophy 
and politics. Over the past 20 years new important areas of inquiry at the crossroads 
of philosophy and politics have undergone impressive developments or have 
emerged anew. Among these, new approaches to human rights, transitional justice, 
religion and politics and especially the challenges of a post-secular society, global 
justice, public reason, global constitutionalism, multiple democracies, political 
liberalism and deliberative democracy can be included. Philosophy and Politics - 
Critical Explorations addresses each and any of these interrelated yet distinct fields 
as valuable manuscripts and proposal become available, with the aim of both being 
the forum where single breakthrough studies in one specific subject can be published 
and at the same time the areas of overlap and the intersecting themes across the 
various areas can be composed in the coherent image of a highly dynamic 
disciplinary continent. Some of the studies published are bold theoretical 
explorations of one specific theme, and thus primarily addressed to specialists, 
whereas others are suitable for a broader readership and possibly for wide adoption 
in graduate courses. The series includes monographs focusing on a specific topic, as 
well as collections of articles covering a theme or collections of articles by one 
author. Contributions to this series come from scholars on every continent and from 
a variety of scholarly orientations.
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Foreword

Imagine a radically religious state, a genuine theocracy: it is governed by divinely 
authorized and religiously trained rulers; they rule absolutely since God’s represen-
tatives cannot be challenged. Imagine a radically secular state: it is governed by 
officials elected by the body of citizens, which includes men and women of many 
faiths and no faith; these officials have nothing at all to do with religion. Neither of 
these ideal types exists in our world. Iran probably comes closest to the first, but it 
has an elected Assembly where (cautious) opposition to the religious hardliners is 
tolerated. France probably comes closest to the second, but the French state actually 
funds (some) religious schools. Between these two compromised versions of theoc-
racy and secularism there is a lot of space, and it is filled with an extraordinary 
variety of political and religious arrangements.

This book explores what we might think of as the secular half of this space and 
considers some of the many different secular institutions and ideologies. But there 
is much to learn about the religious half here, too, for the truth is that secular/reli-
gious isn’t only a dichotomy but also, at the same time, a long series of entangle-
ments. These have many forms; some reflect the natural politics of religiously 
homogeneous countries; some are aimed at making religious diversity possible and 
peaceful. Some are imposed; some are negotiated. One asymmetry is worth noting. 
Beginning long ago in the Islamic world and most visible in the West from the time 
of the Protestant Reformation, there have been many religious arguments for a secu-
lar state—but no secular arguments for a religious state. That makes sense, since 
secularism as an ideology, and especially its more militant forms, is a reaction to 
one or another version of clerical domination. There are, however, secular argu-
ments for accommodating religion—and even for establishing religion, so long as 
the establishment is controlled by state officials.

There have been many arguments, and they are well represented here. The most 
important academic arguments are probably those that have taken place among 
Indian social scientists. Gandhi and Nehru, the odd pair who defended a secular 
state, have provided a wonderful starting point for intellectual engagement. The 
most lively political debates have taken place in France among defenders and critics 
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of laïcité. The headscarf worn by religious Muslim women has provided a vivid 
focus for these debates, which have extended to other European countries. The most 
learned theological disputes have taken place across the Islamic world from North 
Africa to Indonesia. The political authority of religious scholars has been central to 
these disputes.

Our aim is to recount these arguments, debates, and disputations in both critical 
and appreciative ways and to describe some of their outcomes in actually existing 
institutions, policies, and practical arrangements. All of these are contested to 
greater or lesser degrees, and readers should be warned that this or that arrangement 
may not survive in its present form between this writing and their reading. But I am 
fairly sure that the arguments, debates, and disputes will continue roughly as they 
appear in our chapters.

Institute for Advanced Study Michael Walzer
Princeton, NJ, USA
walzer@ias.edu
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